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  Health Canada’s COVID-19 response 
grants funding three LDI projects  

 
Three researchers were among the recipients of     
funding as part of Health Canada’s COVID-19 response: 
 
Dr. Mark Trifiro received $717,700 to develop a      
diagnostic device that could be used at the initial point-
of-contact with health care professionals to determine 
within minutes whether a patient is infected.  
 
“Because there are currently no anti-viral agents to 
treat or prevent COVID-19, our best defense is to adopt 
control measures, the effectiveness of which depends 
on verifying individuals who are infected,” said Dr.  
Trifiro. “Our revolutionary methodology would         
construct a diagnostic device which is small and        
portable, and would help enormously with infection 
control management during outbreaks.”  
 
Dr. Jian Hui Wu received $478,000 to apply computa-
tional approaches by an array of experimental assays to 
screen the approved drug database of the US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) in order to rapidly evaluate 
the best candidates to be redeployed against COVID-19. 
Since risk profiles have already been developed for  
approved drugs, the process of testing the efficacy of 
promising candidates could proceed more quickly and 
lead to faster approvals of viable drug candidates.  
 
Dr. Chen Liang received $480,000 to determine how 
COVID-19 evades the immune responses so it can 
spread in humans and cause fatal illness. 
 
“Two urgent questions need to be addressed. How    
did these coronaviruses transmit from animals into  
humans? What have made them so pathogenic and 
lethal?” Dr. Liang said. “Our research will identify the 
key viral genes that suppress immune responses by 
blocking essential signaling pathways. The results will 
open new avenues for the development of effective 
interventions to halt the COVID-19 pandemic.”  

JGH participates in FRQS province-
wide COVID-19 Biobank  

 
The Fonds de recherche du Québec – santé (FRQS) 
launched the Quebec COVID Biobank, a Province-wide 
initiative to collect, store, and share samples and data 
related to the COVID-19 crisis. The task force that has 
been mobilized to enact this effort is led by McGill   
University’s Dr. Vincent Mooser. Among the other  
leaders of the task force is Dr. Brent Richards, a genetic 
epidemiologist and endocrinologist. The Biobank began 
operations on April 1. 
 
More research is critically needed to better understand 
COVID-19 infection and transmission in order to      
identify at-risk individuals, protect them, and improve 
treatment of this disease. Hospitals need data to be 
able to decide who will need admission and ventilation. 
Research can provide information to help make these 
decisions, and the first step is to collect samples and 
data from infected individuals. All such data collection 
must take place in an appropriate legal and ethical 
framework that fully respects the privacy of individual 
patients. Further complicating matters is the extreme 
urgency of the task, which requires the coordination   
of disparate data systems, the establishment of new 
standard operating procedures, and the securing of 
physical and digital infrastructure, all in an extremely 
compressed period of time. 
 
“We need to be able to predict when COVID positive 
patients can be sent home safely; which will require 
ventilators; and how to use genetics and other risk  
factors to identify targets to develop COVID therapies,” 
explained Dr. Richards. “We will do so by rapidly      
mobilizing our large research team of scientists and 
leading artificial intelligence teams, and sharing our 
data with clinical and public health teams. Given our 
investments in biobanking and digital information at 
the Jewish General Hospital, we are well-positioned to 
play a leadership role in helping to lessen the damage 
of the COVID pandemic.” 
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                          Quebec institutions join forces to      
develop passive plasma immunization 

 
Faced with the threat posed by COVID-19, Quebec   
researchers are contributing their expertise to a major 
project is bringing together scientists from CHU Sainte-
Justine, the Université de Montréal Hospital Research 
Centre (CRCHUM), the Jewish General Hospital, Héma-
Québec, among others, to collect and use convalescent 
plasma to develop a passive immunization program to 
treat patients hospitalized for COVID-19. The treatment 
will be studied as part of a major clinical trial involving 
some 50 centres across Canada, including 15 in Quebec.  
 
At the JGH, the first hospital in the province to have 
treated patients suffering from COVID-19, a team led  
by Dr. Sarit Assouline, who specializes in blood cancers 
at the Segal Cancer Centre’s Clinical Research Unit, will 
be in charge of the clinical trial. 
 
Is it possible that the blood of those who have recov-
ered from COVID-19 can help cure those who are now 
sick?  
 
Passive immunization involves transfusing plasma   
from patients who have recovered from COVID-19       
to patients at the onset of illness in order to transfer 
protective antibodies. This approach was used during 
major epidemics before the advent of vaccines. Older 
studies of other severe viral pneumonias such as    
Spanish flu reported reductions in mortality of up to 
75%. Although encouraging, these studies showed 
some methodological shortcomings, and the            
treatment’s efficacy against COVID-19 has yet to be 
demonstrated. 
 
One of the advantages of passive immunization is that             
the number of potential donors increases as the infec-
tion progresses. If the results are conclusive, a clinical 
offer would be immediately put in place for the hospi-
talized population, using the structure developed by 
Héma-Québec and the blood banks set up as part of 
this clinical trial. 
 
"Everyone wants to be where they can be most useful 
in the current crisis. While the infectious disease and 
critical care teams are on the front lines, our teams are 
making a difference by using their research expertise  
to advance the search for solutions." says Dr. Gerald 
Batist, Director of the Segal Cancer Centre. 
 

Segal Cancer Centre responds to    
coronavirus pandemic 

 
An international leader in cancer care and research,  
the Segal Cancer Centre has responded to the challenge 
of the coronavirus pandemic with compassion and   
innovation.  
 
The JGH is a partner institution in an international con-
sortium conducting research on COVID-19 and cancer. 
Along with 80 other cancer centres, it will study the 
effects of the coronavirus on cancer and vice versa. The 
first publication on the baseline registry is forthcoming.  
 
“This is incredibly important,” said Dr. Gerald Batist, 
director of the Segal Cancer Centre, “because we need 
more data on what types of cancers are most affected 
by COVID-19, at what stage, and whether particular 
therapies affect the patient’s response. This interna-
tional registry will help answer these questions.”  
 
Because cancer patients are more vulnerable to severe 
COVID-19 infection, the first priority was to limit the 
number of patients who come to the hospital. When-
ever possible, patients are given the opportunity to  
do video consultations with their oncologist as an  
alternative to face-to-face meetings.   
 
Cancer patients who have tested positive for COVID-19 
are monitored remotely via a virtual clinic that offers 
personalized attention using tele-health technologies. 
Oncology nurse pivots contact these patients daily to 
assist with symptom management and to offer timely 
interventions in the event of changes to their condition.  
 
“Because our hospital has been ahead of the curve as a 
leader in digital health, our adaptation to the pandemic 
was fairly smooth,” said Erin Cook, Co-Director 
(Operations) and Clinical Administrative Coordinator   
at the Segal Cancer Centre,  “and the pandemic, has 
accelerated our transition to digital health. When this  
is all over, I expect that we’ll be able to incorporate 
what we’ve learned to change how we operate and to 
better the patient experience.”  

Prepared by the Research Communications Office,   
Lady Davis Institute at the Jewish General Hospital. 
Any suggestions with respect to content are welcome. 
Not to be reproduced without attribution.  
 
To submit information or for media enquiries, contact:  
Tod Hoffman at: tod.hoffman@ladydavis.ca;   
514-340-8222, ext. 28661 
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                          Tele-health intervention to reduce   
isolation of older adults 

 
One of the overlooked symptoms of the COVID-19   
pandemic is an increasingly dire mental health crisis 
among vulnerable older adults. Fueled by measures     
to mitigate the spread of the novel coronavirus, social 
distancing has exasperated isolation and, hence,      
anxiety and depression. 
 
Under the direction of Dr. Soham Rej, researcher and 
geriatric psychiatrist, and postdoctoral fellow Syeda 
Bukhari, the Telehealth Intervention Program for Isolat-
ed Older Adults (TIP-OA) has been introduced. Given 
that it encompasses the largest number of seniors in 
the province, the CIUSSS - West Central Montreal is   
the ideal venue for a data-driven assessment of new 
methods for delivering services to these individuals. 
 
“We know that older adults are disproportionately 
affected by this crisis because they are already prone  
to isolation,” said Dr. Blanca Vacaflor, a geriatric       
psychiatry resident at the JGH. “Moreover, they are     
at the highest risk of mortality from COVID-19. With 
these factors in mind, we initiated a unique clinical   
trial to help alleviate the stress on this population.” 
  
Clients referred to TIP-OA will receive weekly tele-
phone calls from volunteers, who provide a comforting 
ear and an encouraging voice. The volunteers, many    
of whom have been recruited through the JGH       
Foundation, are not psychiatric professionals, nor is      
it their function to offer clinical advice. Their role is to 
relieve the client’s loneliness with a friendly talk, and  
to help determine if their client’s basic needs are met, 
such as access to medicine, 
food, and healthcare. 
  
“Prior to the pandemic,      
vulnerable older adults could, 
at least, get out to exercise, 
shop, participate in communi-
ty events, but now they are 
told to self-isolate, cut off 
from caregivers and loved 
ones, to safeguard their physi-
cal health,” points out Dr.  
Vacaflor. “So what of their 
mental health? This is where 
our volunteer outreach can 
be, we believe, of service.” 

  
Currently, participation is through clinician referrals 
from throughout the CIUSSS: e.g. the COVID+ Units, 
other JGH inpatient units, long term care facilities and 
CLSCs. However, the plan is to expand the project,   
allowing for self-referral by anyone who feels that they 
could benefit, potentially even beyond West Central 
Montreal. Volunteers are carefully paired with clients 
based upon their aptitude and experience so that more 
sensitive cases are assigned to those who are best 
equipped to assist. The program aim to reach 1000  
older adults, and more if funding allows. 
  
“The objective is to provide a sense of connection      
that goes beyond clinical care,” said Dr. Vacaflor. “It is 
crucial for their well-being and quality of life that these 
older adults realize that they are not alone and that 
there is a community interested in their welfare.” 
  
The JGH Division of Geriatric Psychiatry is also planning 
to pilot therapy for groups of up to a dozen participants 
using Zoom video-conferencing. Groups would be    
delivered by a clinician and adapted from in-person 
versions of evidence-based interventions, including: 
mindfulness-based cognitive therapy, life skills groups, 
problem solving therapy and/or supportive psycho-
social groups, amongst other options. The expectation 
is that tele-health interventions will result in expanded 
access to mental health services above and beyond the 
demands of the current pandemic. 
   
TIP-OA is currently accepting referrals: 
referrals.telehealthmontreal@ssss.gouv.qc.ca 
 
 
Below: the entire TIP-OA team consult via ZOOM 

mailto:referrals.telehealthmontreal@ssss.gouv.qc.ca
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COVID-19 places added prenatal stress 
on mother and child 

 
An international consortium of researchers have     
identified particular sources of prenatal stress, as     
experienced by mothers, that have a direct effect on a 
child’s subsequent mental health. The findings emerged 
from the DREAM-BIG (Developmental Research in    
Environmental Adversity, Mental health, BIological 
susceptibility and Gender) project, and are published   
in the Journal of the American Academy of Child & 
Adolescent Psychiatry.  
  
“We already understood that the foundations for life-
long mental health are laid in the very first years of life, 
but we have further validated the idea that prenatal 
stress, the mother’s psychological well-being during 
pregnancy, is an important factor,” said Dr. Ashley 
Wazana, the principal investigator on DREAM-BIG and 
Director of the Early Childhood Disorders Day Hospital 
at the JGH. “With data to support the impact of          
prenatal stress, we can look at protective measures 
that could help mothers to insulate their babies.” 
  
The paper identifies four prenatal maternal factors. A 
general affective symptoms factor, and three specific 
factors: an anxiety/depression factor, a somatic factor, 
and a pregnancy-specific worries factor. The authors 
conclude, “The findings in this paper underscore the 
importance of intervening in the prenatal period,     
including for pregnancy-specific worries. Currently, 
there are few prenatal interventions to reduce          
maternal depression, anxiety, or stress, and even     
fewer studies that track the long-term effects in the 
offspring whose mothers receive such interventions.” 
  
As much as anxiety and stress factor into pregnancy 
during normal times, the on-going COVID-19 pandemic 
is an added stressor and, furthermore, causes mothers-
to-be to adapt to social distancing provisions. 
  
“Of course, there are multiple factors at play, including 
genetics and gender, and the environment after birth, 
but when you combine maternal stress with this       
particular environmental adversity, you have the      
potential for greater mental health challenges for    
children who are born into this post-pandemic world,” 
said Dr. Eszter Szekely, a postdoctoral research scholar 
at the LDI the first author on the paper. 
 
 

Health information literacy skills are 
desperately needed  

  
Long before the coronavirus pandemic, graduate      
students supervised by Dr. Pierre Pluye at the Depart-
ment of Family Medicine at McGill University were       
at work on a website to help people weed through the 
reams of inaccurate, and downright false, medical   
information that clutters the Internet to get to sites 
that can be trusted. 
  
“While we imagined how useful our work would be in 
our age of misinformation circulating on social media, 
and a growing distrust in science and experts,” says 
Reem El Sherif, a doctoral candidate in Family Medicine 
and Primary Care Research at McGill University, whose 
research was instrumental to the development of the 
project, “we never imagined a health emergency like 
this one. However, it's not a coincidence that we 
pushed hard for the site to be ready in the last few 
weeks.” 
  
The web site they developed is the Online Health     
Information Aid (OHIA), a bilingual resource teaching 
people to conduct better searches, evaluate the trust-
worthiness of sites, and use information effectively. The 
OHIA includes basic tips for assessing a site’s legitimacy: 
• the source of information should be clearly stated; 
• verify that the information is evidence-based: 
• check that the editorial process is transparent and 
that references are provided; 
• determine the purpose of the site and beware of 
those that try to sell something; 

 make sure that the information is up-to-date. 
 
“There are no restrictions on who can produce and 
share health information online, so it's up to each of   
us to vet the sources we read, a skill that our website 
helps you develop,” said Vera Granikov, a PhD candi-
date at the School of Information Studies, health      
librarian, and driving force behind the website. She  
also cautions about sharing information across social 
networks. Well-meaning though people may be, some 
information on COVID-19 that is circulating now, is    
not accurate, not based on facts, and potentially very 
dangerous. As we engage in consuming and sharing 
health information online, it is our individual and 
shared responsibility to develop health literacy skills    
in order to access, understand, evaluate, and communi-
cate trustworthy information. 

dreambigresearch.com.
dreambigresearch.com.
dreambigresearch.com.
https://www.jaacap.org/article/S0890-8567(20)30164-7/fulltext
https://www.jaacap.org/article/S0890-8567(20)30164-7/fulltext
http://www.healthsanteinfo.ca
http://www.healthsanteinfo.ca
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   Selected Bibliography of Papers from the Lady Davis Institute (March—May 2020): 
  
Cancer 
The conditional survival analysis of relapsed DLBCL after autologous transplant: a subgroup analysis of LY.12 and 
CORAL Sarit Assouline, Shen Li, Christian Gisselbrecht, Patrick Fogarty, Annette Hay, Eric van den Neste, Lois E. 
Shepherd, Norbert Schmitz, Tara Baetz, Armand Keating, Sue Robinson, Matthew Seftel, Caterina Stelitano,     
Marina S. Djurfeldt, Ralph Meyer, Bingshu E. Chen, Michael Crump Blood Adv. 2020 May 12; 4(9): 2011–
2017. Published online 2020 May 11. doi: 10.1182/bloodadvances.2020001646 
 
A review of cancer immunotherapy: from the past, to the present, to the future K. Esfahani, L. Roudaia, N. Buhlai-
ga, S.V. Del Rincon, N. Papneja, W.H. Miller, Jr Curr Oncol. 2020 Apr; 27(Suppl 2): S87–S97. Published online 2020 
Apr 1. doi: 10.3747/co.27.5223 
 
The contribution of large genomic rearrangements in BRCA1 and BRCA2 to South African familial breast cancer. 
van der Merwe NC, Oosthuizen J, Theron M, Chong G, Foulkes WD.BMC Cancer. 2020 May 6;20(1):391. doi: 
10.1186/s12885-020-06917-y. 
 
Simultaneous SNP selection and adjustment for population structure in high dimensional prediction models. 
Bhatnagar SR, Yang Y, Lu T, Schurr E, Loredo-Osti JC, Forest M, Oualkacha K, Greenwood CMT. PLoS Genet. 2020 
May 4;16(5):e1008766. doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1008766. 
 
Small-molecule ligands that bind the RET receptor activate neuroprotective signals independent of but modulat-
ed by co-receptor GFRα1. Jmaeff S, Sidorova Y, Lippiatt H, Barcelona PF, Nedev H, Saragovi LM, Hancock MA, 
Saarma M, Saragovi HU. Mol Pharmacol. 2020 May 3:mol.119.118950. doi: 10.1124/mol.119.118950. 
 
PI3K Inhibitors and Their Role as Novel Agents for Targeted Therapy in Lymphoma. Sapon-Cousineau V, Sapon-
Cousineau S, Assouline S. Curr Treat Options Oncol. 2020 Apr 30;21(6):51. doi: 10.1007/s11864-020-00746-8. 
 
The added value of sentinel node mapping in endometrial cancer. Kogan L, Matanes E, Wissing M, Mitric C,     
How J, Amajoud Z, Abitbol J, Yasmeen A, López-Ozuna V, Eisenberg N, Lau S, Salvador S, Gotlieb WH. Gynecol 
Oncol. 2020 Apr 27:S0090-8258(20)30987-2. doi: 10.1016/j.ygyno.2020.04.687. 
 
Somatic tumour testing establishes that bilateral dicer1-associated ovarian sertoli-leydig cell tumours represent 
independent primary neoplasms. McCluggage WG, Chong AL, de Kock L, Foulkes WD. Histopathology. 2020 Apr 
24. doi: 10.1111/his.14123. 
 
Binding-Site Match Maker (BSMM): A Computational Method for the Design of Multi-Target Ligands. Zhou J, Wu 
JH. Molecules. 2020 Apr 16;25(8):E1821. doi: 10.3390/molecules25081821. 
 
Determination of the concentration range for 267 proteins from 21 lots of commercial human plasma using high-
ly multiplexed multiple reaction monitoring mass spectrometry. Gaither C, Popp R, Mohammed Y, Borchers CH. 
Analyst. 2020 May 18;145(10):3634-3644. doi: 10.1039/c9an01893j. 
 
Small-molecule agonists of the RET receptor tyrosine kinase activate biased trophic signals that are influenced by 
the presence of GFRa1 co-receptors. Jmaeff S, Sidorova Y, Nedev H, Saarma M, Saragovi HU. J Biol Chem. 2020 
May 8;295(19):6532-6542. doi: 10.1074/jbc.RA119.011802. Epub 2020 Apr 3.PMID: 32245892 
 
DICER1 screening in 15 paediatric paratesticular sarcomas unveils an unusual DICER1-associated sarcoma. 
Apellaniz-Ruiz M, Cullinan N, Grant R, Marrano P, Priest JR, Thorner PS, Goudie C, Foulkes WD. J Pathol Clin Res. 
2020 Mar 28. doi: 10.1002/cjp2.164.  
 

https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/4/9/2011/454965/The-conditional-survival-analysis-of-relapsed
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/4/9/2011/454965/The-conditional-survival-analysis-of-relapsed
https://www.current-oncology.com/index.php/oncology/article/view/5223
https://bmccancer.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12885-020-06917-y
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1008766
http://molpharm.aspetjournals.org/content/early/2020/05/03/mol.119.118950
http://molpharm.aspetjournals.org/content/early/2020/05/03/mol.119.118950
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11864-020-00746-8
https://www.gynecologiconcology-online.net/article/S0090-8258(20)30987-2/pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/his.14123?af=R
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/his.14123?af=R
https://www.mdpi.com/1420-3049/25/8/1821?type=check_update&version=1
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlehtml/2020/an/c9an01893j
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlehtml/2020/an/c9an01893j
https://www.jbc.org/content/early/2020/04/03/jbc.RA119.011802
https://www.jbc.org/content/early/2020/04/03/jbc.RA119.011802
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cjp2.164
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Immediate post-treatment supportive care needs of patients newly diagnosed with head and neck cancer. 
Henry M, Alias A, Cherba M, Woronko C, Rosberger Z, Hier M, Zeitouni A, Kost K, Mlynarek A, Richardson K, 
Black M, MacDonald C, Chartier G, Frenkiel S. Supp Care Cancer. 2020 Mar 18. doi: 10.1007/s00520-020-05368-2. 
 
MNK1 signaling induces an ANGPTL4-mediated gene signature to drive melanoma progression. Yang W, Khoury E, 
Guo Q, Prabhu SA, Emond A, Huang F, Gonçalves C, Zhan Y, Plourde D, Nichol JN, Dahabieh MS, Miller WH Jr, Del 
Rincón SV. Oncogene. 2020 Apr;39(18):3650-3665. doi: 10.1038/s41388-020-1240-5. 
 
Pineoblastoma is uniquely tolerant of mutually exclusive loss of DICER1, DROSHA or DGCR8. de Kock L, Rivera B, 
Foulkes WD. Acta Neuropathol. 2020 Mar 2. doi: 10.1007/s00401-020-02139-5. 
 
Epidemiology 
Assessing care models implemented in primary healthcare for persons with dementia: a mixed-methods study 
protocol Isabelle Vedel, Carrie McAiney, Yves Couturier, Sarah Pakzad, Geneviève Arsenault-Lapierre, Claire 
Godard-Sebillotte, Nadia Sourial, Rachel Simmons, Howard Bergman, Research on Organization of Healthcare 
Services for Alzheimers (ROSA) Team BMJ Open. 2020; 10(5): e035916. Published online 2020 May 
15. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2019-035916 
 
What’s new in VTE risk and prevention in orthopedic surgery Susan R. Kahn, Sudeep Shivakumar Res Pract 
Thromb Haemost. 2020 Mar; 4(3): 366–376. Published online 2020 Mar 9. doi: 10.1002/rth2.12323 
 
Social Media Strategies for Health Promotion by Nonprofit Organizations: Multiple Case Study Design Isabelle 
Vedel, Jui Ramaprasad, Liette Lapointe J Med Internet Res. 2020 Apr; 22(4): e15586. Published online 2020 Apr 
6. doi: 10.2196/15586 
 
Diversity considerations in Alzheimer disease and related disorders: How can our national and provincial strate-
gies be inclusive of sexual minorities? Mélanie Le Berre, Isabelle Vedel Can Fam Physician. 2020 Apr; 66(4): 244–
246. Cet article est disponible en français: Can Fam Physician. 2020 Apr; 66(4): e115–e118. 
 
Bright light therapy for depressive symptoms in hospitalized cardiac patients: A randomized controlled pilot trial 
Mark J. Eisenberg, Bettina Habib, Maria Alcaraz, Brett D. Thombs, Kristian B. Filion PLoS One. 2020; 15(3): 
e0230839. Published online 2020 Mar 30. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0230839 
 
Direct oral anticoagulants and oesophageal disorders: a pharmacovigilance analysis. Mattison D, Gravel C,     
Krewski D, Azoulay L, Hicks B, Douros A. Eur J Clin Pharmacol. 2020 May 6. doi: 10.1007/s00228-020-02877-1.  
 
Validation of a Questionnaire for Family Physicians: Knowledge, Attitude, Practice on Dementia Care. Arsenault-
Lapierre G, Sourial N, Pakzad S, Hardouin M, Couturier Y, Bergman H, Vedel I. Can J Aging. 2020 May 5:1-10.     
doi: 10.1017/S0714980820000069. 
 
Smoking Cessation During the COVID-19 Epidemic. Eisenberg SL, Eisenberg MJ. Nicotine Tob Res. 2020 May 
4:ntaa075. doi: 10.1093/ntr/ntaa075.  
 
Prediagnostic use of low-dose aspirin and risk of incident metastasis and all-cause mortality among patients    
with colorectal cancer. Giorli G, Rouette J, Yin H, Lapi F, Simonetti M, Cricelli C, Pollak M, Azoulay L. Br J Clin    
Pharmacol. 2020 Apr 30. doi: 10.1111/bcp.14329. 
 
Doubly robust estimation and causal inference for recurrent event data. Su CL, Steele R, Shrier I. Stat Med. 2020 
Apr 28. doi: 10.1002/sim.8541.  
 
Cardiotoxicity of Sequential Aromatase Inhibitors Use in Women with Breast Cancer. Khosrow-Khavar F,          
Bouganim N, Filion KB, Suissa S, Azoulay L. Am J Epidemiol. 2020 Apr 27:kwaa065. doi: 10.1093/aje/kwaa065. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00520-020-05368-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41388-020-1240-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00401-020-02139-5
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/5/e035916.info
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/5/e035916.info
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/rth2.12323
https://www.jmir.org/2020/4/e15586/
https://www.cfp.ca/content/66/4/244.full
https://www.cfp.ca/content/66/4/244.full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7145126/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0230839
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00228-020-02877-1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/canadian-journal-on-aging-la-revue-canadienne-du-vieillissement/article/validation-of-a-questionnaire-for-family-physicians-knowledge-attitude-practice-on-dementia-care/B395F2ECC5417D902ADE6864AE83F10C
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaa075/5828549
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/bcp.14329
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/bcp.14329
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/sim.8541
https://academic.oup.com/aje/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/aje/kwaa065/5824922?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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Weight-lowering effects of glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists and detection of breast cancer among obese 
women with diabetes. Santella C, Yin H, Hicks BM, Yu OHY, Bouganim N, Azoulay L. Epidemiology. 2020 Mar 31. 
doi: 10.1097/EDE.0000000000001196 
 
Avoiding immortal time bias in observational studies. Suissa S, Ernst P. Eur Respir J. 2020 Mar 20;55(3):2000138. 
doi: 10.1183/13993003.00138-2020.  
 
Identifying barriers and facilitators to physical activity for people with scleroderma: a nominal group technique 
study. Harb S, Cumin J, Rice DB, Peláez S, Hudson M, Bartlett SJ, Roren A, Furst DE, Frech TM, Nguyen C, Nielson 
WR, Thombs BD, Shrier I; Scleroderma Patient-centered Intervention Network – Physical Activity Enhancement 
Patient Advisory Team.Disabil Rehabil. 2020 Mar 19:1-8. doi: 10.1080/09638288.2020.1742391.  
 
Cholesteryl Ester Transfer Protein Inhibitors and Cardiovascular Outcomes: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials. Taheri H, Filion KB, Windle SB, Reynier P, Eisenberg MJ. Cardiology. 
2020;145(4):236-250. doi: 10.1159/000505365.  
 
External validation of the SOX-PTS score in a prospective multicenter trial of patients with proximal deep vein 
thrombosis. Rabinovich A, Gu CS, Vedantham S, Kearon C, Goldhaber SZ, Gornik HL, Kahn SR; ATTRACT Trial    
Investigators.J Thromb Haemost. 2020 Mar 7. doi: 10.1111/jth.14791. 
 
Importance of Homogeneous Effect Modification for Causal Interpretation of Meta-analyses. Steele RJ, Schnitzer 
ME, Shrier I. Epidemiology. 2020 May;31(3):353-355. doi: 10.1097/EDE.0000000000001181. 
 
Analyzing Activity and Injury: Lessons Learned from the Acute:Chronic Workload Ratio. Wang C, Vargas JT, Stokes 
T, Steele R, Shrier I. Sports Med. 2020 Mar 3. doi: 10.1007/s40279-020-01280-1. 
 
Incretin-based drugs and risk of lung cancer among individuals with type 2 diabetes. Rouette J, Yin H, Yu OHY, 
Bouganim N, Platt RW, Azoulay L. Diabet Med. 2020 May;37(5):868-875. doi: 10.1111/dme.14287. 
 
 
Molecular & Regenerative Medicine 
Hypertension and COVID-19 Ernesto L Schiffrin, John M Flack, Sadayoshi Ito, Paul Muntner, R Clinton Webb Am 
J Hypertens. 2020 Apr 6 : hpaa057. Published online 2020 Apr 6. doi: 10.1093/ajh/hpaa057 
 
Pharmaceutical, clinical, and resistance information on doravirine, a novel non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase 
inhibitor for the treatment of HIV-1 infection Hanh Thi Pham, Meng A Xiao, Miguel AV Principe, Alexander Wong, 
Thibault Mesplède Drugs Context. 2020; 9: 2019-11-4. Published online 2020 Mar 3. doi: 10.7573/dic.2019-11-4 
 
Pan-retroviral Nucleocapsid-Mediated Phase Separation Regulates Genomic RNA Positioning and Trafficking. 
Monette A, Niu M, Chen L, Rao S, Gorelick RJ, Mouland AJ. Cell Rep. 2020 Apr 21;31(3):107520. doi: 10.1016/
j.celrep.2020.03.084. 
 
FHL2 Is Essential for Spleen T Cell-Dependent B Cell Activation and Antibody Response. Ebrahimian T, Dierick F, 
Simon D, Heidari M, Orthwein A, Mann KK, Lehoux S. Immunohorizons. 2020 May 20;4(5):259-273. doi: 10.4049/
immunohorizons.2000014. 
 
A New Look At the Mosaic Theory of Hypertension. Touyz RM, Feldman RD, Harrison DG, Schiffrin EL. Can J      
Cardiol. 2020 May;36(5):591-592. doi: 10.1016/j.cjca.2020.03.025. 
 
Frailty and Bleeding in Older Adults Undergoing TAVR or SAVR: Insights From the FRAILTY-AVR Study. Bendayan 
M, Messas N, Perrault LP, Asgar AW, Lauck S, Kim DH, Arora RC, Langlois Y, Piazza N, Martucci G, Lefèvre T, Noi-
seux N, Lamy A, Peterson MD, Labinaz M, Popma JJ, Webb JG, Afilalo J. JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 2020 May 11;13
(9):1058-1068. doi: 10.1016/j.jcin.2020.01.238. 

https://journals.lww.com/epidem/Abstract/9000/Weight_lowering_effects_of_glucagon_like_peptide_1.98418.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/epidem/Abstract/9000/Weight_lowering_effects_of_glucagon_like_peptide_1.98418.aspx
https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/55/3/2000138
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09638288.2020.1742391?journalCode=idre20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09638288.2020.1742391?journalCode=idre20
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/505365
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/505365
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jth.14791
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jth.14791
https://journals.lww.com/epidem/Fulltext/2020/05000/Importance_of_Homogeneous_Effect_Modification_for.6.aspx
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40279-020-01280-1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/dme.14287
https://academic.oup.com/ajh/article/33/5/373/5816609
https://www.drugsincontext.com/pharmaceutical,-clinical,-and-resistance-information-on-doravirine,-a-novel-non-nucleoside-reverse-transcriptase-inhibitor-for-the-treatment-of-hiv-1-infection/
https://www.drugsincontext.com/pharmaceutical,-clinical,-and-resistance-information-on-doravirine,-a-novel-non-nucleoside-reverse-transcriptase-inhibitor-for-the-treatment-of-hiv-1-infection/
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/pdf/S2211-1247(20)30419-8.pdf
https://www.immunohorizons.org/content/4/5/259
https://www.onlinecjc.ca/article/S0828-282X(20)30298-1/abstract
https://interventions.onlinejacc.org/content/13/9/1058.full


 8 

Preferences for treatments to prevent rheumatoid arthritis in Canada and the influence of shared decision-
making. 
Harrison M, Bansback N, Aguiar M, Koehn C, Shojania K, Finckh A, Hudson M. Clin Rheumatol. 2020 Apr 4. doi: 
10.1007/s10067-020-05072-w.  
 
An evidence-based strategy to screen for pulmonary arterial hypertension in systemic sclerosis. Semalulu T,    
Rudski L, Huynh T, Langleben D, Wang M; Canadian Scleroderma Research Group, Fritzler MJ, Pope J, Baron M, 
Hudson M. Semin Arthritis Rheum. 2020 Mar 2:S0049-0172(20)30066-4. doi: 10.1016/j.semarthrit.2020.02.013. 
 
Circulating let-7g-5p and miR-191-5p are independent predictors of chronic kidney disease in hypertensive      
patients. Berillo O, Huo KG, Fraulob-Aquino JC, Richer C, Briet M, Boutouyrie P, Lipman ML, Sinnett D, Paradis P, 
Schiffrin EL. Am J Hypertens. 2020 Mar 2:hpaa031. doi: 10.1093/ajh/hpaa031.  
 
 
Psychsocial 
The Scleroderma Patient-Centered Intervention Network Self-Management Program: Protocol for a Randomized 
Feasibility Trial Marie-Eve Carrier, Linda Kwakkenbos, Warren R Nielson, Claire Fedoruk, Karen Nielsen, Katherine 
Milette, Janet Pope, Tracy Frech, Shadi Gholizadeh, Laura Hummers, Sindhu R Johnson, Pamela Piotrowski, Lisa 
Jewett, Jessica Gordon, Lorinda Chung, Dan Bilsker, Kimberly A Turner, Julie Cumin, Joep Welling, Catherine     
Fortune, Catarina Leite, Karen Gottesman, Maureen Sauve, Tatiana S Rodríguez-Reyna, Marie Hudson, Maggie 
Larche, Ward van Breda, Maria E Suarez-Almazor, Susan J Bartlett, Vanessa L Malcarne, Maureen D Mayes, Isa-
belle Boutron, Luc Mouthon, Fredrick Wigley, Brett D Thombs, SPIN Investigators JMIR Res Protoc. 2020 Apr; 9(4): 
e16799. Published online 2020 Apr 24. doi: 10.2196/16799 
 

Beyond will: the empowerment conditions needed to abandon female genital mutilation in Conakry (Guinea),       
a focused ethnography Marie-Hélène Doucet, Alexandre Delamou, Hawa Manet, Danielle Groleau Reprod 
Health. 2020; 17: 61. Published online 2020 May 6. doi: 10.1186/s12978-020-00910-1 
 

Reporting of drug trial funding sources and author financial conflicts of interest in Cochrane and non-Cochrane 
meta-analyses: a cross-sectional study Kimberly Turner, Andrea Carboni-Jiménez, Carla Benea, Katharine Elder, 
Brooke Levis, Jill Boruff, Michelle Roseman, Lisa Bero, Joel Lexchin, Erick H Turner, Andrea Benedetti, Brett D 
Thombs BMJ Open. 2020; 10(5): e035633. Published online 2020 May 11. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2019-035633 
 

Curating evidence on mental health during COVID-19: A living systematic review Brett D. Thombs, Olivia Bonardi, 
Danielle B. Rice, Jill T. Boruff, Marleine Azar, Chen He, Sarah Markham, Ying Sun, Yin Wu, Ankur Krishnan, Ian 
Thombs-Vite, Andrea Benedetti J Psychosom Res. 2020 Apr 27 : 110113. doi: 10.1016/j.jpsychores.2020.110113 
 
Maternal Prenatal Mood, Pregnancy-Specific Worries, and Early Child Psychopathology: Findings From the 
DREAM BIG Consortium. Szekely E, Neumann A, Sallis H, Jolicoeur-Martineau A, Verhulst FC, Meaney MJ, Pearson 
RM, Levitan RD, Kennedy JL, Lydon JE, Steiner M, Greenwood CMT, Tiemeier H, Evans J, Wazana A. J Am Acad 
Child Adolesc Psychiatry. 2020 Apr 7:S0890-8567(20)30164-7. doi: 10.1016/j.jaac.2020.02.017 
 

Translation into Spanish and Cultural Adaptation of the Critical-Care Pain Observation Tool. Arroyo-Novoa CM, 
Figueroa-Ramos MI, Puntillo KA, Gélinas C. Am J Crit Care. 2020 May 1;29(3):226-232. doi: 10.4037/ajcc2020763. 
 
Exploration of the Nociception Level (NOL™) Index for Pain Assessment during Endotracheal Suctioning in Me-
chanically Ventilated Patients in the Intensive Care Unit: An Observational and Feasibility Study. Shahiri TS,     
Richard-Lalonde M, Richebé P, Gélinas C. Pain Manag Nurs. 2020 Apr 27:S1524-9042(20)30082-5. doi: 10.1016/
j.pmn.2020.02.067.  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10067-020-05072-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10067-020-05072-w
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049017220300664
https://academic.oup.com/ajh/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajh/hpaa031/5770956?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajh/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajh/hpaa031/5770956?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.researchprotocols.org/2020/4/e16799/
https://www.researchprotocols.org/2020/4/e16799/
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-00910-1
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-00910-1
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/5/e035633.share
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/5/e035633.share
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022399920304542?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0890856720301647
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0890856720301647
https://aacnjournals.org/ajcconline/article-abstract/29/3/226/30936/Translation-into-Spanish-and-Cultural-Adaptation?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.painmanagementnursing.org/article/S1524-9042(20)30082-5/pdf
https://www.painmanagementnursing.org/article/S1524-9042(20)30082-5/pdf


 9 

Trial corresponding author country, year, and journal impact factor associated with data contribution to i         
ndividual participant data meta-analyses. Azar M, Benedetti A, Riehm KE, Imran M, Krishnan A, Chiovitti M, 
Sanchez T, Shrier I, Thombs BD. J Clin Epidemiol. 2020 Apr 13;124:16-23. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2020.03.026.  
 
Predictors of infertility-related concerns in a Canadian survey of men and women seeking fertility treatment. 
Gelgoot EN, Kelly-Hedrick M, Miner SA, Robins S, Chan P, Ells C, Holzer H, Lo K, Mahutte N, Ouhilal S, Tulandi T, 
Zelkowitz P. Patient Educ Couns. 2020 Mar 19:S0738-3991(20)30150-6. doi: 10.1016/j.pec.2020.03.016. 
 
Reporting of financial conflicts of interest in meta-analyses of drug trials published in high-impact medical       
journals: comparison of results from 2017 to 2018 and 2009. Benea C, Turner KA, Roseman M, Bero LA, Lexchin J, 
Turner EH, Thombs BD. Syst Rev. 2020 Apr 8;9(1):77. doi: 10.1186/s13643-020-01318-5. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0895435619306250
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0895435619306250
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0738399120301506
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-020-01318-5
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-020-01318-5

